
June 22, 2017 

 

Dear Holy Trinity Parent/Guardian, 

 

It is hard to believe that we are nearing the end of June. Hopefully the time off so far has 

provided your family with some time together and a good measure of rest and relaxation!  Next 

school year will mark some changes to the academics here at Holy Trinity and we couldn’t be 

more excited for the direction that these will lead us in.   

 

In an effort to promote educational decisions that are based upon individual student needs, 

future goals, and maximum preparation for success beyond high school, the School Board, 

along with staff recommendation, began looking at a series of school policies surrounding 

grading scale, calculation of GPA, and weighting of grades. After looking at various policies of 

similar topics in surrounding schools, in addition to other schools that have similar academic 

rigor and college preparatory vision, the board proposed a variety of policy changes this spring.  

With unanimous support, the recommendations were passed for implementation beginning in 

the Fall of 2017.  

 

An understanding of the topics below will benefit students and parents/guardians when 

considering course selections for the 2017-2018 school year: 

 

GRADING SCALE:  All courses will follow the Holy Trinity High School, revised grading scale, 

as follows: 

 

Grade     Percent               Points for GPA  Grade     Percent               Points for GPA 

A+           97-100                    4.0   C    73-76  2.33 

A             93-96  4.0   C-           70-72  2.0 

A-     90-92  4.0   D+    67-69  1.67 

B+     87-89  3.67   D    63-66  1.33 

B     83-86  3.33   D-    60-62  1.0 

B-     80-82  3.0   F    0-59   0 

C+           77-79  2.67 

 

Notice that the letter grades and grade points remain the same; only the percentages have been 

adjusted.  The school board feels strongly about our kids being evaluated on an equal basis 

when compared to the vast majority of schools in the United States.   

 

CLASS RANK: Due to the high academic rigor present at Holy Trinity High School, class rank 

information will not be available or reported unless requested in writing by a student.  In such 

circumstances, class rank status will be sent directly to the academic institution or scholarship 

representative designated by the student request.  Class rank information will not be provided to 

student and/or families.  

 



ACADEMIC RECOGNITION AT GRADUATION:  Holy Trinity High School will still recognize 

those students who achieve valedictorian and salutatorian status at the graduation ceremony.   

 

REGENT ADMISSION INDEX (RAI) SCORE:  Due to the fact that Holy Trinity High School 

does not report class rank for students, the formulaic process of calculating an RAI score for 

admission into the three state universities (Iowa, Iowa State, and University of Northern Iowa) 

will change. This calculation will include ACT score, GPA, and the amount of core courses taken 

while attending Holy Trinity. For more information on RAI scores, visit 

http://www.iowaregents.edu/.  Students interested in attending a state university should be 

mindful of these factors as they choose courses and earn grades throughout their high school 

career.  

 

GRADE WEIGHTING:  Holy Trinity High School offers a rigorous program of study including a 

variety of Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  With interest, aptitude, and future plans all 

worthy factors, individual students have different needs with regard to course selection.  In an 

effort to maintain primary focus on the education of the individual student, beginning with the 

2017-2018 school year, quality points will only be awarded to AP course offerings.  The AP 

courses will be weighted at one quality point, instead of two as in previous years.  All other 

courses will be calculated based on the school-wide grading scale outlined above.  In an effort 

to uphold policy previously in place, weighted grade point values earned prior to the 2017-2018 

school year will be retained. 

 

We at Holy Trinity strongly support the new policy direction in the interest of individual student 

academic goals and needs.  This effort to lessen the internal academic competition among 

students is sure to increase the ability Holy Trinity students have to compete externally in the 

form of college admissions and scholarship awards.  If you have any questions regarding the 

course selection process or any of the information contained in this communication, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. Have a wonderful remainder of the school year and we look forward 

to continued academic excellence at Holy Trinity High School in 2017-2018! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Sheerin 

CAO Holy Trinity Catholic School System 
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